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An Open Letter to
the Citizens of Middletown

Dear Fellow Middletown Residents:

This past week has been a difficult period for the people of Middletown but it was also a clear example of
why our city and its families are so special.

Last Sunday morning almost the entire city woke up to homes without power. While half of those
residents had their power restored in 72 hours, too many of us did not have their electricity until nearly a
week later.

Storm Alfred was different from any in recent history. We witnessed and lived the devastating effects of
falling trees, snapped utility poles and other debris which challenged our city fire, police, emergency
medical and city crews.

The result was thousands of our citizens, young and old, left in the dark, in cold temperatures, unable to
cook and in many cases unable to operate indoor plumbing. The damage to personal and public property
has yet to be calculated, but thankfully there were no greater losses.

But through these challenges emerged the best of Middletown’s spirit, as 1 traveled the city to ensure the
deployment of critical services and emergency response activities, | witnessed countless examples of
neighbor helping neighbor. Our police, fire, and ambulance personnel were tireless. The volunteers at
the shelters have been extraordinary.

1 can tell you that while 1 have always been proud of the people of Middletown, | have never been more
proud than I was this past week.

So again — thank you. Thank you to everyone who pitched in to help get us through. You are the
backbone and the spirit of this wonderful city. God Bless you all.
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~ Sebastian N. Giuliano
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